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a leading end for introduction of said spinal implant into the spine, an opposite 
trailing end, spaced apart sides therebetween, and a longitudinal axis passing through 
said leading anatrailing ends; 

opposite upper and lower surfaces between said leading and trailing ends and 
said spaced apart sides, said upper surface adapted for placement in engagement with 
the bone of one of the vertebral bodies and said opposite lower surface adapted for 
placement toward the bone of the other of the vertebral bodies when said implant is 
placed between the adjacent vertebral bodies; and 

a first plurality of bane engaging structures formed on said upper and lower 
surfaces, at least one of saia first plurality of bone engaging structures comprising a 
surface projection having at l^ast one ^mard facing facet directed at least in part 
toward said leading end and atMeast one rearward portion directed at least in part 
toward said trailing end, said forward facing facet and said rearward portion having a 
length and a slope, the length of said forward facing facet being longer than the length 
of said rearward portion, the slope of said rearward portion being steeper than the slope 
of said forward facing facet, said projections having opposed side facets between said 
forward facing facet and said rearward portion, said side facets having at least a first 
portion in a plane at an angle to the longitudinal axis of said implant. 



66. (Amended) The spinal implant of claim 57, wherein at least one of said surface 
^^^^^projections includes a left forward side facet and a right forward side facet directed 
toward said leading end and said sides, respectively, of said implant. 
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67. (Amended) The spinal implant of claim 57, wherein at least one of said surface 
projections includes a left rearward side facet and a right rearward side facet directed 
toward said trailing end and sides, respectively, of said implant. 

68. (Amended) The spinal implant of claim 66, wherein at least one of said surface 
projections includes a left rearward side facet and a right rearward side facet directed 
toward said trailing end and sides, respectively, of said implant. 



1 14. (Amended) The spinal implant of claim 57, further comprising a second plurality 
of bone engaging structures formed on said upper and lower surfaces, at least one of 
said second plurality of bone engaging structures comprising a surface projection 
having at least a left forward side facet and a right forward side facet directed at least in 
part toward said leading end and said sides, respectively, and at least one rearward 
facet directed at least in part toward said trailing end, said left and right forward side 
facets having at least a first portion in a plane at an angle to the longitudinal axis of said 




116. (Amended) The spinal implant of claim 114, further comprising a third plurality of 
bone engaging structures formed on said upper and lower surfaces, at least one of said 
third plurality of bone engaging structures comprising a surface projection* having at 
least a left rearward side facet and a right rearward side facet directed at least in part 
toward said trailing end and said sides, respectively, and at least one forward facing 
facet directed at least in part toward said leading end, said left and right rearward side 

-3- 




facets having at least a first portion in a plane at an angle to the longitudinal axis of said 
implant. 



120. (Amended) The spinal implant of claim 57, further comprising a third plurality of 
bone engaging structures formed on said upper and lower surfaces, at least one of said 
third plurality of bone engaging structures comprising a surface projection having at 
least a left rearward side facet and a right rearward side facet directed at least in part 
toward said trailing end and said sides, respectively, and at least one forward facing 
facet directed at least in part toward said leading end, said left and right rearward side 
facets having at least a first portion in a plane at an angle to the longitudinal axis of said 
implant. 




146. (Amenaed) An interbody spinal implant for insertion between adjacent vertebral 
bodies of a hurr\an spine, said implant comprising: 

a leading end for introduction of said spinal implant into the spine, an opposite 
trailing end, spaced apart sides therebetween, and a longitudinal axis passing through 
trail 



\ [ m said leading and trailing ends; 



opposite uppenand lower surfaces between said leading and trailing ends and 
said spaced apart sidesy said upper surface adapted for placement in engagement with 
the bone of one of the vertebral bodies and said opposite lower surface adapted for 
placement toward the bona of the other of the vertebral bodies when said implant is 
placed between the adjacent vertebral bodies; and 
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a plurality of bone engaging structures formed on said upper and lower surfaces, 
of at least one orVsaid plurality of bone engaging structures comprising a surface 
projection having at least aie^forward side facet and a right ( ^^ard^ide^facet directed 
at least in part towara said leading end and said sides, respectively, and a single 
rearward facet directed at least in part toward said trailing end, said left and right 
forward side facets havfng at least a first portion in a plane at an angle to the 
longitudinal axis of said implant. 

147. (Amended) The spinal implant of claim 146, further comprising another plurality 
of bone engaging structures formed on said upper and lower surfaces, at least one of 
said another plurality of bone engaging structures comprising a surface projection 
having at least one forward facing facet directed at least in part toward said leading end 
and at least one rearward portion directed at least in part toward said trailing end, said 
forward facing facet and said rearward portion having a length and a slope, the length 
of said forward facing facet being longer than the length of said rearward portion, the 
slope of said rearward portion being steeper than the slope of said forward facing facet, 
said projections having opposed side facets between said forward facing facet and said 
rearward portion, said side facets having at least a first portion in a plane at an angle to 
the longitudinal axis of said implant. 



149. (Amended) The spinal implant of claim 147, further comprising a third plurality of 
bone engaging structures formed on said upper and lower surfaces, at least one of said 
third plurality of bone engaging structures comprising a surface projection having at 
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least a left rearward side facet and a right rearward side facet directed at least in part 
toward said trailing end and said sides, respectively, and at least one forward facet 
directed at least in part toward said leading end, said left and right rearward side facets 
having at least a first portion in a plane at an angle to the longitudinal axis of said 




153. (Amended) The spinal implant of claim 146, further comprising a third plurality of 
bone engaging structures formed on said upper and lower surfaces, at least one of said 
third plurality of bone engaging structures comprising a surface projection having at 
least a left rearward side facet and a right rearward side facet directed at least in part 
toward said trailing end and said sides, respectively, and at least one forward facet 
directed at least in part toward said leading end, said left and right rearward side facets 
having at least a first portion in a plane at an angle to the longitudinal axis of said 
implant. 

154. (Amended) The spinal implant of claim 146, further comprising another plurality 
of bone engaging structures formed on said upper and lower surfaces, at least one of 
said another bone engaging structures comprising a surface projection having at least 
one forward facing facet directed at least in part toward said leading end and at least 
one rearward facet directed at least in part toward said trailing end, each of said forward 
facet and rearward facet having a length and a slope, the length of said forward facet 
being longer than said rearward facet, the slope of said rearward facet being steeper 
than the slope of said forward facet, said surface projections having opposed side 
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facets directed generally toward said sides of said implant, said side facets located 
between said forward facet and said rearward facet of said surface projections, said 
side facets converging toward each other in a direction away from the base of said 
projections. 




175. (Amended) An interbody spinal implant for insertion between adjacent vertebral 
bodies of a human spine, said implant comprising: 

a leading end for introduction of said spinal implant into the spine, an opposite 
trailing end, spaced apart sides therebetween, and a longitudinal axis passing through 
said leading and trailing ends; 

opposite upper and lower surfaces between said leading and trailing ends and 
said spaced apart sides, said upper surface adapted for placement in engagement with 
the bone of one of the vertebral bodies and said opposite lower surface adapted for 
placement toward the bone of the other of the vertebral bodies when said implant is 
placed between the adjacent vertebral bodies; and 

a plurality of bone engaging structures formed on said upper and lower surfaces, 
at least one of said plurality of bone engaging structures comprising a surface 
projection having at least a left rearward side facet and a right rearward side facet 
directed at least in part toward said trailing end and said sides, respectively, and a 
single forward facet directed at least in part toward said leading end, said left and right 
rearward side facets having at least a first portion in a plane at an angle to the 
longitudinal axis of said implant. 
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1 76. (Amended) The spinal implant of claim 1 75, further comprising another plurality 
of bone engaging structures formed on said upper and lower surfaces, at least one of 
said another plurality of bone engaging structures comprising a surface projection 
having at least one forward facing facet directed at least in part toward said leading end 
and at least one rearward portion directed at least in part toward said trailing end, said 
forward facet and said rearward portion having a length and a slope, the length of said 
forward facet being longer than the length of said rearward portion, the slope of said 
rearward portion being steeper than the slope of said forward facet, said projections 
having opposed side facets between said forward facet and said rearward portion, said 
side facets having at least a first portion in a plane at an angle to the longitudinal axis of 




178. (Amended) The spinal implant of claim 176, further comprising a second 
plurality of bone engaging structures formed on said upper and lower surfaces, at least 
one of said plurality of bone engaging structures comprising a surface projection having 
at least a left forward side facet and a right forward side facet directed at least in part 
toward said leading end and said sides, respectively, and a single rearward facet 
directed at least in part toward said trailing end, said left and right forward side facets 
having at least a first portion in a plane at an angle to the longitudinal axis of said 




182. (Amended) The spinal implant of claim 175, further comprising a second 
plurality of bone engaging structures formed on said upper and lower surfaces, at least 
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one of said second plurality of bone engaging structures comprising a surface 
projection having at least a left forward side facet and a right forward side facet directed 
at least in part toward said leading end and said sides, respectively, and a single 
rearward facet directed at least in part toward said trailing end, said left and right 
forward side facets having at least a first portion in a plane at an angle to the 
longitudinal axis of said implant. 

183. (Amended) The spinal implant of claim 175, further comprising another plurality 
of bone engaging structures formed on said upper and lower surfaces, at least one of 
said another bone engaging structures comprising a surface projection having at least 
one forward facing facet directed at least in part toward said leading end and at least 
one rearward facet directed at least in part toward said trailing end, each of said forward 
facet and rearward facet having a length and a slope, the length of said forward facet 
being longer than said rearward facet, the slope of said rearward facet being steeper 
than the slope of said forward facet, said surface projections having opposed side 
facets directed generally toward said sides of said implant, said side facets located 
between said forward facet and said rearward facet of said surface projections, said 
side facets converging toward each other in a direction away from the base of said 
projections. 



REMARKS 

Claims 121-130 have been cancelled as being directed to non-elected Group II 
and claims 57, 66-68, 114, 116, 120, 146, 147, 149, 153, 154, 175, 176, 178, 182, and 
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